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Editorial Comment 
 
This bulletin is very “busy”.  Lots of occurrences in different parts of the country have been sent 
through for inclusion in this bulletin 
 
Most disturbing is the report from Thames Valley of 11 donkeys being stolen and the report from 
West Yorkshire where horse were let out and subsequently escaped onto a road with fatal 
consequences. 
 
We appear to have the same contributors each bulletin. Some counties are silent! This is either 
the fact that there is no crime or equine related occurrences worthy of note or no one is collating 
and forwarding the information!!   
 
 
 

 
South East inc London South West Midlands   Eastern    Wales 
North East North West Scotland N. Ireland Eire 
Overseas News                                 Useful Contacts 

 
Stolen  

(CTRL + Click to go straight to details of these thefts) 
 
 
Convicted Horse Thief sought 
 
Dennis – Belgian Warmblood 
 
Four Saddles 
 
Tack 
 
Horsebox 
 
Digger 
 
Assorted Tack 
 
200 Electric Fence Posts & Generator 
 
2 saddles 
 
2 bridles 
 
Toyota, Trailer, Tools & Quad Stolen 
 
 
Attempted theft of Shetland pony 
 
Trailer 
 
Cash 
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Four Separate Stables Broken in to 
 
 
Note: This bulletin is organised under the existing police regions for England, Wales & Scotland.  There 

can be more than one Horsewatch Scheme within each police region.  Information contained in this 
bulletin has been received from police sources and Horsewatches. 

South East Region covering: 
Hampshire Constabulary, Thames Valley Police, Surrey Police, Hertfordshire Constabulary, Essex 
Police, Kent Police, Sussex Police, Bedfordshire Police and The Metropolitan Police Service 
 

Hampshire Constabulary 
Telephone: 0845 0454545 

Hampshire Horsewatch Mobile 07762 754788 or 07790 440478  
David Collings (Force Equine Liaison Officer) 07867 972868 

Hampshire Horsewatch, Fleet Police Station, Fleet, Hampshire 
  Non emergency number 0845 045 45 45   Email: equine@hampshire.pnn.police.uk      

www.hampshire.police.uk 
 
Lamping 
Friday night 11.9.09 at 23.30 hrs a Toyota truck - Y154 VEN seen lamping in the Crondall area. 
 
Any sightings of this vehicle please report it to the police. Remember vehicles and their 
occupants will travel! 
 
Criminal Damage     (but more than likely an attempt non dwelling burglary!) 
 
RMS 44090417293 
 
Between 19:30 23 September 2009 and 05:30 24 September 2009, Exbury, Hythe.  
 
2 panels removed by force to a shed where horse feed is kept 
 
 

Thames Valley Police 
Telephone: 0845 8505505 

Thames Valley Mounted Section 01908 686075 
Watch Administrator – Thames Valley Police  0118 9181644 

Christine.seal@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
www.thamesvalleyhorsewatch.org.uk     tvhorsewatch@btinternet.com 

Stolen from a farm in Chalfont St Giles, Bucks overnight on the 18/19 September 2009 Crime No 
GA342878/09  
 
11 donkeys comprising: 
 
MARGO Chip no. 9820009106673102 Female, brown, 6 years old, approx 12 hands high. 
 
DANA Chip no.982000101674316 Femal e, black with lighter belly, 6 years old, approx 12 hands high. 
 
ANNICK Chip no. 982009106566081 Female, grey, lighter belly 6 years old, approx. 12 hands high. 
 
JODIE Chip no. 826073009393699 Female, 3 years old, brown approx 12 hands high. 
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TOMMY Chip no. 826073009393700  Yearling colt, skewbald approx. 11 hands high.  White face, 
elongated brown patch on  left quarters, brown spot in white on right hand side, lower belly. 
 
JILL Chip no. 826073009393698 Female yearling, brown approx 11 hands high. 
 
RUBY Chip no. 826073009393696 Female, dark chestnut yearling, approx 11 hands high.  Has bilateral 
stifle whorls. 
 
VIOLET Chip no. 826073009393695 Female yearling.  White with brown patch over back from withers to 
tail, brown tips of ear, 4 striped hooves.  Approx 11 hands high. 
 
GRANNY Chip no.826073009393697 Female 6 years old brown approx 12 hands high.  Bilateral stifle 
whorls. 
 
Elderly owner distraught at losing these beloved pets, more so since he lost 7 donkeys in similar  
circumstances three years ago.  Any information please to Thames Valley Police on 08458 505 505, or 
Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. 
 
 
Issued by Thames Valley Horse Watch 01494 736640 or Helen Evans on 07967 202651 
 
 
 
Stolen – Dennis the Belgium Warmblood 
 

 
 
 
from Iver, Bucks, 1/2 September 2009.  Dennis is a 16.2 bright chestnut Belgium Warmblood gelding, 8 
years old.  He has a triangular shaped star, 4 ¾ length socks, and natural coloured hooves.  He is parrot 
mouthed and has a 4-6ins scar on his right lower leg. 
 
Dennis can be highly strung and is easily spooked.  His owner is desperate for news leading to his 
return.  Any information please to Thames Valley Police on 08458 505 505  quoting crime reference 
number GC3416705/09.  Issued by Thames Valley Horsewatch. 
 
 
Four saddles stolen from insecure tack room 
This is a Community Message from Aylesbury Watch Office on Monday 14 September 2009.  A burglary 
has been reported to a tack room on a farm in Edgcott, between 9:25am and 9:55am on the 12 
September.  Unknown offenders stole 4 saddles from the room, which was insecure at the time. 

Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity around rural locations.  If you have any 
information in relation to this crime, please call on 0845 8 505 505 and state that you are responding to 
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this Ringmaster message. 

Tack and equipment stolen 
This is a Ringmaster message from Thames Valley Police, Milton Keynes on 14 September.  The 
following message was received from Northamptonshire police and took place just over our policing 
border in Blisworth which is not far from Hanslope. 
 
This is a message from Northamptonshire West Police to all residents in Blisworth and the surrounding 
villages.  Please be aware that rural two properties in Blisworth were broken in to over the weekend.  
 
Sometime between 19:00 Friday 11 September and 09:00 Saturday 12 September a farm on Stoke 
Road, Blisworth had the door to the stable removed from its hinges and items were removed.  During the 
same period offenders also entered tack rooms at the location by forcing the padlock to the door, and 
untidy search was made and items removed.  Please remain alert, on the look out for suspicious persons 
or activity on or around your premises.   
 
A burglary has been reported at stables on Horton Road, Cheddington, between 7pm on the 14 and 7am 
on the 15 September.  Offenders forced entry to a door and searched the premise.  A caravan on site 
was also entered and several items of postcoded horse tack were stolen. 
 
 
Horsebox stolen 
A horse lorry has also been reported stolen from a farm yard on Stoke Road, Newton Longville, between 
2:15pm and 3:25pm on the 14th September.  The vehicle is still currently outstanding. 

 
Police would like to hear from anyone that may have witnessed any suspicious activity in the area around 
the time of these crimes.  We would also like to know if you are offered any items of horse tack that you 
suspect to be stolen.  If you do have any information please call on 0845 8 505 505 and state that you 
are responding to this Ringmaster message. 
 
THAMES VALLEY COMMUNITY MESSAGING - Aylesbury Vale - A 09/027] 
 
This is a Community Message from Aylesbury Watch Office on Friday 18 September 2009. 
 
A burglary has been reported at stables on Ford Lane, Edlesborough, between 8pm on the 17 and 8am 
on the 18 September.  Offenders cut the padlocks to a tack room, rug room and barn and searched the 
locations, although nothing appears to have been stolen. 
 
If you have any information in relation to this crime, please call on 0845 8505 505 and state that you are 
responding to this Ringmaster message. 
 
 
 
 
 



Hampshire Horsewatch Bulletin 
(incorporating information from around the country) 

 
Date: 25 September 2009 

 5 

Surrey Police 
Telephone: 0845 1252222 

S.A.F.E.   Surrey Action for Equines (Surrey Horsewatch)  Tel: 01420 487625 
www.surrey-action-for-equine.co.uk 

No information received. 
Hertfordshire Constabulary 
Telephone: 0845 3300222 

Email: eastherthorsewatch@hotmail.com     Jill.dockley@herts.pnn.police.uk    01992 533043 
The scheme is running in the Eastern area but will be rolled out across the county later. 

No information received 
ESSEX  

Valerie.crawford@essex.pnn.police.uk   Tel:  07796 473908  www.essexhorsewatch.org.uk 
 

No information received. 
Kent Police 

Telephone: 01622 690690 
No information received. 

Sussex Police 
Telephone: 0845 6070999 

www.sussexhorsewatch.webs.com    sussexhorsewatch@googlemail.com. 
 

FARMWATCH  

Title: SECURE YOUR FERTILISER  

With many farmers now looking to store ammonium nitrate fertiliser it is timely to remind you that certain 
extremist groups have used it in the manufacture of explosive devices. 

We understand that in modern farming it is unusual to have such chemicals hanging around in your yards 
before use or to order more than is necessary.  Nevertheless for the time it is on your land it is potentially 
an easily accessible source of this chemical for terrorists.  

The government has a web site offering advice on the storage of this product.  

www.secureyourfertiliser.gov.uk  

This offers simple advice on what steps you should take to ensure the security of this chemical.  If you do 
not have access to the web please take the time to read the following which is the most important 
information.  Ten Point Plan for Fertiliser Security  

Do not store fertiliser where there is public access  

Do not leave bags of fertiliser in the field overnight  

Do not store fertiliser near to, or visible from, the public highway  

Do not sell fertiliser unless the purchaser is personally known by you to be a bona-fide farmer user and is 
aware of the need to follow this guidance.  (Be aware of the requirement to provide a copy of the 
detonation resistance certificate if you sell or supply relevant ammonium nitrate based fertiliser.) 

Do record fertiliser deliveries and usage  

Do, wherever possible and with regard to HSE safety guidance , store fertiliser inside a locked building or 
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compound  

Do fully sheet fertiliser when stored outside and regularly check to ensure that the stack has not been 
tampered with.  

Do carry out regular, frequent stock checks  

Do report immediately any unexplained stock discrepancy or loss/theft to the police  

Do record any manufacturers code numbers from the bags and if available, the number of the detonation 
resistance test certificate 

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE G710KEX AT COCKING 

A Volkswagon pickup registration number G710KEX was seen in suspicious circumstances at 
Coppinghill, Cocking at 21:00hrs on Thursday 10/09/09.   Any sighting/information please ring Sussex 
Police on 0845 60 70 999 quoting serial 246 10/09/09. 

Convicted horse thief sought 

Police are appealing for help in locating a man who failed to appear in court for the theft of five horses 
and a horsebox.  Tony Thackaberry, aged 44, from Surrey, was found guilty of all the theft offences in his 
absence at Hove Crown Court on 21 August 2009, but he has not been traced since; he was found not 
guilty of witness intimidation.  It is believed he could be in the Surrey or East Grinstead areas. 

The conviction follows the theft on 30 July 2008 from a farm in Cowfold.  Thackaberry broke in and stole 
the horsebox from the back of the yard, which was then used to transport the animals away – two of 
them were just three month old foals.  At some point, two German Shepherd dogs were severely beaten, 
although Thackaberry has not been charged with any offences in relation to this.  A number of chickens 
were also stolen.  The horsebox was recovered by Surrey Fire Brigade after it was found well alight at a 
remote location near to Edenbridge.  It had been totally destroyed and the horses have never been seen 
again. 

PC Natalie Davies, from Steyning, investigated the thefts. She said: “It’s very important that Mr 
Thackaberry is found so he can be sentenced for the offences for which he has been convicted. The 
value of the property and animals stolen that night runs into tens of thousands of pounds and the crime 
was obviously a distressing one for the victim. 

"Sadly, the same farm was targeted again in December 2008.  This time one of the dogs was attacked so 
severely that it died as a result of its injuries.  No-one has been brought to justice for this offence and I 
would to take this opportunity to appeal to anyone with information to come forward. 

 “Anyone who can assist with this crime, or who knows the whereabouts of Mr Thackaberry, is asked to 
contact police immediately on 0845 60 70 999 quoting serial 339 of 31 July 2008. Alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111.”  

STOLEN DIGGER  

Hitathu mini digger stolen from Newpound Lane Wisborough Green overnight 15/16 September 2009. 
Any sightings/information report to police via 0845 60 70 999 quoting serial 441 16/09/09. 
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Title: SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE G710KEX AT COCKING  

Date: 11/9/2009 

A Volkswagon pickup registration number G710KEX was seen in suspicious circumstances at 
Coppinghill, Cocking at 2100hrs on Thursday 10/09/09. Any sighting/information please ring Sussex 
Police on 0845 60 70 999 quoting serial 246 10/09/09. 

Title: STOLEN FLAGSTONE PAVING SLABS 

Issue Date: 17/9/2009 

Between 1445hrs and 1545hrs on Thursday 17 September 2009 approximately 14 flagstone paving 
slabs were stolen from the front garden of a property in Kirdford Road Wisborough Green.  Police are 
appealing for any information from anyone in the area between times stated who may have noticed any 
person(s) or vehicle(s) acting suspiciously. 

Should you have any information, please contact Sussex Police on 0845 60 70 999 quoting Serial 1010 
17/09/09.  

Title: A BURGLARY AND T HEFT 

Issue Date: 22/9/2009 

Between 2215hrs on 21/09/09 and 0620hrs on 22/09/09 a burglary occurred at a property in Shillinglee 
Road Plaistow.  Vehicle keys were stolen from within and a black Audi Avant stolen from the scene. 

Police are appealing for information from anyone in the area between above times.  If you saw any 
person(s) or vehicle(s) acting suspiciously please contact Sussex Police on 0845 60 70 999 quoting 
reference number 161 22/09/09. 

FARMWATCH  

Eyes down for R828XAN white car derived van with a picture of a digger on the back doors – seen in 
suspicious circumstances in the Chelwood Gate and Danehill area 22/09/09 

Please report any sightings to Sussex Police, 0845 60 70 999 

 
Bedfordshire Police 

Telephone: 01234 841212 
Police Contact:  Phil Cannings  phil.cannings@Bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk  

Ringmasters: Sarah Stevens: sarah.stevens@safer-beds.org  and Dean Doyle: dean.doyle@safer-
beds.org 

Rowena James  Rowena-james@supadooper.com 
Kerry Willis-Jones:  Kerry.Willis-Jones@Bedfordshire.pnn.Police.uk 

David Layton: David.Layton@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 
 

Assorted tack stolen 
Ringmaster Bedfordshire - Bedford - 14/09/09 Horsewatch.  Three incidents have taken place affecting 
stables in Bedfordshire. 
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The first took place in Cople, Bedford, between 14:30, and 15:30, on 11 September.  Offenders climbed 
over a fence, and exited the same way, as they made a ladder of the victims property.  The offenders 
walked to the stables, and entered, unbolting the door.  The offenders took a large quantity of horse tack, 
including whips, bridles, head collars, lunging equipment, side reins, and approximately 3 bits.  The 
offenders then used a wheelbarrow to take the equipment, and have also taken a reel of wire from part of 
the shed.  Crime reference number JH/37439/2009.  
 
The second took place in a farm outbuilding, in Bridle Way, Toddington, between 22:30 on 10 and 11:30 
on 11 September.  Offenders approached, and ripped the rear door of the outbuilding, and forced their 
way inside, leaving scuff marks on the wall.  A numbers of items of horse riding equipment were stolen.  
Crime reference number JD/37396/2009.  
 
The third incident took place in a stable yard, in Eaton Bray, Dunstable, between 18:0, on 10 and 09:00 
on 11 September.  Offenders entered the yard,by climbing over locked gates.  The offenders then cut a 
padlock off the stable and entered the stables.  The offenders took 6 head collars and 2 ferrets, along 
with their carry case, and toys.  The offenders have been able to enter 4 unlocked stables, and remove 5 
head collars and lead ropes.  Crime reference number JD/37381/2009.  
 
Wish you were here - keep security in mind while you are away this Summer http://www.safer-beds.org 
to find out more.  For more information on reducing crime visit http://www.safer-
beds.org/rmwebportal/rm_desktop/files/Crime%20Reduction%20-%20Introduction.html}   
If you have any information about this crime, please call the Police Control Centre on (01234) 841212, for 
North and Mid Beds, or (01582) 401212 for South Beds, and quote the crime reference number above. 
Alternatively text your message to (07786) 200011 or email your message to 
chc@Bedfordshire.pnn.Police.uk or call crime stoppers in confidence on (0800) 555111. 
 

London 
The Metropolitan Police Service 

Telephone 020 7230 1212 
No information received 

South West 
Wiltshire Constabulary, Devon & Cornwall Constabulary, Gloucestershire Constabulary, Dorset 

Police, Avon & Somerset Constabulary 
 

Wiltshire Constabulary 
Telephone: 0845 408 7000 

Wiltshire Horsewatch: PCSO John Bordiss: 0845 408 7000 ext 739817 or mobile: 07968942116 
Rural Crime Team Voicemail: 0845 408 7000 ext 723548 

Email:   ruralcrimeteam@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
No Information received. 

Dorset Police 
Telephone: 01305 222 222 

HorseWatch Co-ordinator anita.rigler@dorset.pnn.police.uk 
PC John Snellin, Force Wildlife Officer, Dorset Police Tel: 01202 220804   wildlife-

crime@dorset.pnn.police.uk 
200 electric fence posts and Pro User generator stolen 
We have three reports of theft from yards or fields.  Two from Ringwood Road, St Leonards both at the 
same yard on 14 Sept 09.  An unknown person has jemmied a hasp on a stable door but nothing was 
stolen.  In another part of the yard a stable was entered and 5 head collars and an electric charger unit 
was stolen. 
 
In addition at Corfe Mullen, behind a church, a horsebox used for storage was broken into and 200 
electric fence poles and fencing plus a pro user generator was stolen.  This was discovered 15 Sept. 
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Regards 
Anita Rigler 
Horse Watch East Dorset 16 09 2009 
If you have any information regarding this message please call the Dorset Police on 01202/01305 
222222 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Thank you 
 
DHBc Farm Watch  
 
Between 12-15 September a 10' boat trailer was stolen from the Cashmoor area.  This is the second 
such crime since the end of the Steam Fair in the area but nothing to suggest any connection.  There is a 
Rural Crime Prevention seminar being planned for 21 October 2009 for farmers and landowners in the 
East Dorset area.  Further details will be broadcast in the near future. SNO Jane Brittain  
 
If you have any information regarding this message please call the Dorset Police on 01202/01305 
222222 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Thank you 
 
MEMBERS OF WATCH SCHEMES ARE AUTHORISED TO COPY THIS INFORMATION AND PASS IT 
ONTO MEMBERS WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE WATCH GROUPS.  
Dorset Police Ringmaster circulation. If you are receiving this message by fax, but have an email facility, 
would you like to change to email?  Please contact ringmaster-bournemouth@dorset.pnn.police.uk if you 
are in Bmth/Poole. or ringmaster-eastern@dorset.pnn.police.uk for the rest of Dorset. 
 
Theft of pheasants 
 
DHKA 21/09/2009 Between 19.30 on 12 September and 08.15 on 13 September 150 young pheasants 
were stolen from the Cranborne area.  Also between 02.00 on 13 September and 09.00 on 13 
September an unattended vehicle was damaged by unknown person snapping the aerial, denting the 
bonnet and cracking the windscreen in the Alderholt area.  For information and awareness only. 
 
If you have any information regarding this message please call the Dorset Police on 01202/01305 
222222 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. Thank you 
 
Theft and suspicious incidents 
 
21/09/2009 On 6 September during the afternoon, a Blue long wheel base Landrover with a white roof 
with 4 or 5 occupants and several dogs were seen coursing hares in the Cranborne area.  The 
registration number was C954 BHA.  
 
Also between 09.00 on 10 September and 09.00 on 18 September 1,000 litres of red diesel was taken 
from a fuel tank on farm land in the Ferndown area. 
 
We also have a report from the Ashley area of Ringwood close to the Somerley East to say that a cow 
was found shot and was killed between 17/18 Sept.  This is still under investigation but if anyone else 
believes their animals have been injured, especially by a gun, please ensure you report it. 
 
If you have any information regarding this message please call the Dorset Police on 01202/01305 
222222 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.  Thank you 
 
Please visit us at www.dorset.police.uk 
 
If you have information about a crime you can contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 in confidence, 
your call will not be traced and you may receive a cash reward.  
If you have information on possible terrorist activity call the anti terrorism hotline in confidence on 0800 
789321 
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Farm Watch County Division 24 Sept 09 
 
Variety of incidents being reported 
 
This is an urgent message for all farmers…..and anyone else!!! 
 
About 1830 hrs on 3 Sept a farmer reported seeing a suspicious white Ford Transit Van S373 RKY in a 
remote location containing three males.  When approached they said they were lost.  This was in 
Chilfrome, Dorchester. 
 
It is not a local vehicle.  There are reports from another police force saying they would like to eliminate 
this vehicle from their enquiries with regard to the theft of a quad bike in Westbury, Wilts and I therefore 
ask for your keen observations and to use the 999 if seen.  If an historic sighting ie it was on my farm 
yesterday, please use 01202 (01305) 222222. 
 
Description two white male occupants 5'10 ''short chubby build with trilby hat, one thin build.  Described 
as traveller appearance, one with a cockney accent.  Dark hair and dark complexion. 
 
The incident number is 415 dated 23 Sep t. 
 
This vehicle was also seen in suspicious circumstances in Nettlecombe and Uploaders in Bridport 
yesterday afternoon (local farmers made aware although I am not sure you were given this amount of 
information). 
 
Horsewatch please note 4 horses caught loose this morning at West Parley Ferndown.  2 grey 2 chestnut 
one with blue rug incident 96 dated 24 Se pt refers via 01202 222222. 
 
Alton Pancra pallet forks and misc scrap stolen from open yard 17/23 Sept. 
 
A horse was found with a plait in its main in Pulhum, Dorchester last night.  He is a high value cob.  
Concern has been expressed in case this was a way of identifying the cob to steal later.  Just be aware. 
 
Lots of diesel stolen from Puddletown Road, Wareham, 14/15 Sept, from three lorries. Also Broadmayne 
Dorchester 17/18 Sept. 
 
Warmwell: secure yard broken into by smashing a lock 18 Sept.  
 
Lower Waterston, Dorchester: theft of an old New Holland Super Hayliner baler 276 red with yellow pick 
up from farm buildings probably 18/19 SEot. 
 
Car broken into on farm in Ismington, Weymouth. 18/21 Sept. 
 
Kington Magna large 12 tonne Richard Weston trailer stolen from field 20/21 Sept. 
 
Anita Rigler 
 
 
 

Avon & Somerset Constabulary 
Telephone: 0845 456 7000 

Lindsey Stone, Watch Scheme Administrator, Somerset West Police District. Tel 01823-363348 (direct 
line) or Email lindsey.stone@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

Justin Gay 07795 503242  PCSO  Justin.Gay@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 


